coiMnMEumcATioir. 

[fV  the  Magazine  and  ,'idtocale.] 
L-ETTKll  >0.  XIV. 

TO  TIIK  REV.  S.  C,  AIKIN, 
rM.'or  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Chvrch  in  Utica, 

(Tlie  same  siil>ject  continued.) 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir — Having  shown  in 
my  last  that  tlie  principal  texts  of  scrip¬ 
ture  relied  on  for  proof  of  the  doctrine  of 
fallen  angels,  give  no  countenance  to  t'lat 
strange  notion,  I  shall  now  proceed  fur¬ 
ther  to  notice  the  doctrine,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  consider  the  popular  ideas  of  a 
personal  devil,  and  of  his  having  once 
been  an  angel  in  heaven. 

And  here  let  me  ask,  if  the  popular, 
doctrine  be  true,  is  it  not  strange  that 
none  of  the  sacred  writers  have  asserted 
it,  either  directly  or  indirectly  f  How  is 
to  be  accounted  for,  if  the  devil  be  a  fall- ' 
eii  angel,  that  no  account  is  given  of  him  ’ 
in  the  Books  of  Moses,  nor  no  mention  ■ 
made  of  any  such  being  either  by  the, 
prophets  or  by  any  of  the  Old  Testament 
Patriarchs,  and  that  none  of  those  distin¬ 
guished  servants  of  the  Most  High,  had 
any  knowledge  of  such  a  being  ?  We 
should  naturally  suppose  if  an  exalted  an¬ 
gel  in  heaven  had  rebelled,  seduced 
others  to  rebel,  and  been  driven  out  of 
heaven,  Moses  would  have  related  the; 
fact,  and  especially  if  it  took  place  about  I 
the  time  of  the  creation  of  this  world  and  ■ 
mankind  were  in  danger  of  being  ensnar-^ 
cd  by  his  subtle  wiles.  But  Moses  is  | 
perfectly  silent  about  any  such  event. — 
Nor  does  he  or  any  other  Old  Testament! 
writer  mention  the  creation  of  the  devil, 
or  inform  mankind  that  any  such  being 
existed,  or  that  they  were  in  any  danger 
from  his  temptations ;  so  that  if  such  a  be¬ 
ing,  so  dangerous  to  the  peace,  safety  and 
happiness  of  mankind,  really  exist,  God 
suffered  the  whole  human  race  to  remain 
totally  ignorant  of  the  fact,  at  least  4000 
years.  How  will  you  account  for  these 
things  ?  How  will  you  exonerate  the  Dei¬ 
ty  from  the  charge  of  being  the  enemy  of 
his  children  by  suffering  them  so  long  to 
remain  ignorant  of  their  woist  enemy  and 
greatest  danger .' 


[|  Perhaps  you  will  say,  we  have  accounts 
'of  the  devil  in  the  Oid  Testament  sulli- 
I  ciently  clear  and  definite  for  the  instruc- 
I  lion  and  admonition  of  all  who  read  the 
ii  Bible,  particularly  in  the  account  of  the 
I  temptation  and  sin  of  our  first  parents. — 

I  But  Sir,  what  says  the  account  of  the: 
I  temptation  and  sin  of  our  first  jtarents,  as 
I  given  in  the  book  of  Genesis,  concerning 
a  personal  devil  r  Nothing.  What  says 
,  that  accovit  about  a  fallen  angel  ?  Noth¬ 
ing.  Neither  the  one  nor  tlie  other  of 
these  names  is  mentioned.  We  are  in-, 

'  formed  there,  that  “Adam  gave  names  k>: 
all  cattle,  and  to  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and 
'  to  every  ieast  of  the  — “Now  the 

serpent  w’as  more  subtle  than  any  beast  of 
'  the  field  which  the  Lord  God  had  made.: 
And /ic  (Mint  is,  the  serpent)  said  unto 
the  woman,”  &.c.  Would  this  account 
.'suggest  to  the  common  ieader  the  idea  of 
,  any  other  being  than  one  of  the  beasts  o/^ 
the  ftehl  most  subtle  to  be  sure) 
which  the  Lord  God  had  made,  and  to 
‘which  Adam  gave  the  name  of  serpent  1  ^ 
i  Certainly  no  other  being  is  mentioned  or 
'alluded  toil!  the  account  given  by  Mo- j 
ises:  and  when  Adam  is  accused  of  eat-; 
ling  the  forbidden  fiuit,  he  lays  the  blame | 

I  on  the  woman,  and  the  woman  on  thej 
serpent,  not  on  a  wicked  spirit  called  the: 
;  devil,  MOT  a.  fallen  anyel.  And  God  pro- j 
i  nounces  the  punishment  on  the  serpent, 
i  not  on  a  fallen  angel.  The  sentence  is,i 
I  “uiKui  thy  belly  s’lalt  tl.oa  go,  and  dust 
'  shalt  thou  eat  all  the  days  of  tliy  life” — i 
lia  curious  sentence  truly,  to  be  pronounc-; 
|ledon  a  fallen  aiujel!  i 

j!  Should  you  be  disposed  to  ask  whether' 

I  I  understand  tlvis  account  literally,  nud^ 
supjrose  a  real  serpent  was  intended,  I 
answer,  I  should  as  soon  believe  a  real' 
serpent,  literally  a  snake,  was  intended, | 
as,  that  a  spirit,  once  a  hobf  angeiin  hear-\ 
en  W’as  meant.  But  I  understand  by  thCj 
'serpent,  that  lust  or  desire  is  personified. ^ 
It  was  the  desire,  no  doubt,  that  tempted 
Eve  to  eat  the  fruit ;  and  this  d  ‘sire  wasi 
i  probably  increaseil  by  the  prohibition. — ^ 

I  The  mere  desire  for  the  fruit  was  not  siu-j 
;  ful,  but  the  yielding  to  that  desire  con-| 
i  trary  to  the  commandment,  was  sin.  Paul 


says,  “  1  had  not  known  sin  but  by  the 
law  ;  for  I  liad  not  known  lust  except  the 
law  had  said.  Thou  slialt  not  covet.” 
Horn.  vii.  7.  .Tames  says,  “lust,  when 
it  hath  conceived,  bringeth  forth  ’sin.” — 
The  serpent,  from  its  subtlety,  was  se¬ 
lected  by  iMoscs  as  a  fit  emblem  by  which 
to  represent  the  ensnaring  nature  of  lust 
and  tlie  “dcceilfulncss  of  sin.”  And  cer¬ 
tainly  it  w  as  as  suitable  a  figure  for  this 
purpose  as  the  Hon  is  to  represent  ferocity, 
the  lamb  meeknyss,  and  the  dove  harm¬ 
lessness.  The  sentence  pronounced  on 
the  serpent  denotes  the  mean,  low,  grov¬ 
eling  nature,  propensity  and  destination 
of  lust. 

Having  seen  that  the  account  of  our 
first  parents’  sin  in  Eden,  contains  noth¬ 
ing  in  relation  to  a  personal  devil,  or  a 
fallen  angel,  let  us  now  see  if  the  idea  of 
such  a  being  is  any  where  suggested  in 
the  Old  Testament.  And  here  I  remark, 
that  the  word  devil  is  not  once  found  in 
all  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament.  The 
word  devils  (in  the  plural  number  only) 
occurs  four  times;  and  by  quoting  the 
texts  w'e  shall  be  able  to  ascertain  what 
kind  of  devils,  they  were,  or  whether 
they  resembled  the  orthodox  devil  of  this 
age.  “And  they  shrdl  no  more  offer  their 
sacrifices  unto  devils  after  whom  they 
have  gone  a  whoring.”  Lev.  xvii.  7. — 
“They  sacrificed  unto  devils,  not  to  God  ; 
to  gods  whom  they  knew  not,  to  nr tc  r/or/* 
that  came  neviy  up,  [devils  appear  to  have 
been  something  new  at  that  age,  so  long 
after  the  sin  and  fall  of  man,]  whom  your 
father?  feared  not.”  Dent,  xxxii.  17. 
“And  he  [Jeroboam]  ordained  him  priests 
for  the  high  jdaees,  and  fur  the  devils, 
and  for  the  calves  w  bicb  he  had  made.’'' 
2  Clsron.  xi.  15.  [His  devils  were  pro¬ 
bably  manufactured  with  as  much  facili¬ 
ty,  and  of  similar*  materials,  as  the  me¬ 
chanic  mamifactnres  his  wares.]  “Yea, 
they  sacrificed  their  sons  and  their 
daugliters  unto  devilsf  Ps.  cvi.  37. 

Should  you  now  resort  to  the  w'ord  Sa~ 
t  in,  a  c.)nvertible  mode  of  expre.ssion  for 
d»  vil,  and  contend  that,  because  it  is  said, 
“when  the  sous  of  God  came  to  present 
therriselvos  before  the  Lord,  Satan  came 
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also  among  them;”  therefore  the  popu-Ilgod,  nor  to  the  modern  Christian’s  Devil  wicked  spirit  has  been  conjured  up,  and 
lar  doctrine  of  a  personal  devil  is  sup- or  Satan,  but  to  God  alone.  To  him  favored  with  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
ported  by  the  Old  Testament;  I  would  ! alone,  all  his  prosperity  and  all  his  ad-  creeds  of  men,  when  in  fact  no  such  be- 
remind  you  that  so  singular  a  doctrine  as  \'ersity  is  ascribed.  See  chap.  i.  21  ;  iv.  |ing  was  known  or  even  thought  of  by 
this  needs  same  further  support  than  a  9;  v.  17,  18;  vi.  4,  5  ;  vii. 20,21  ;  viii.  'the  writers  of  the  inspired  volume, 

few  isolated  expressions  taken  from  a  3,4;  ix.  16 — 18;  x.  2  ;  xvi.  11 — 15,;  Having  seen  that  the  Old  lestament 

book  of  allegories.  And  further,  if  we  !  19,  21,  and  xlii.  10—12.  Thus  the  furnishes  no  evidence  of  a  personal  devil, 
are  warreuted  in  believing  in  a  distinct,  'j  whole  book  goes  to  refute  the  notion  that  under  any  name,  or  a  fallen  angel,  who 
personal  evil  spirit,  because  we  read  of  '  an  evil  being  had  any  thing  to  do  with  Was  once  in  heaven,  but  now  an  arch 
Satan  here,  then  we  must  allow  that  the  afflictions  of  Job.  And  certainly  noth- .fiend,  tempting,  deceiving,  and  leading 
Christ  chose  two  such  evil  beings  for  his  jing  is  said  here  about  any  fallen  angel,  mankind  astray,  I  will  now  call  your  at- 
apostles  :  for  one  of  them  he  called  a  dcci/,  ;  Again  :  If  Satan  be  the  name  of  an  evil  tentiou  to  the  New  Testament,  and  see 
and  another  so'urt.  ji  being,  a  fallen  angel,  is  it  not  strange  that  whether  that  affords  any  evidence  of  such 

If,  however,  you  are  disjiosed  to  con-.' jn  the  first  instance  where  it  is  used  in  a  theory, 
sider  the  book  of  Job  as  a  record  of  his-iithe  Bible  it  is  used  in  the  feminine  gen-  |  And  here  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that 
turical  facts,  instead  of  an  allegory,  I'ider,  (as  a  Hebrew  noun,)  and  applied  to  that  there  are  various  words  in  theori^. 
think  you  will  be  led  to  believe,  after  a!' a  well  t  See  Genesis  xxvi.  21.  “And  nal  Greek  which  are  rendered  devil  ia 

careful  examination  of  the  book,  that  the  j  they  digged  another  well,  and  strove  our  version.  And  these  words  are  as dif- 

idea  of  Satan’s  being  engaged  in,  and  the  'about  that :  and  he  called  the  name  of  it  jferent  in  their  original  signification  asirc 
author  of,  Job’s  afflictions,  or  the  afflic- :  The  signification  as  given  in  jthe  words  enemy  and  lunatic.  Not  only 

tions  of  any  of  the  human  family,  was  the  margin,  is  hatred.  The  next  passage  so,  but  the  same  word  is  frequently  ren- 
introduced  rather  to  refute  it  and  show  i|  where  it  occurs  is  in  Numb.  xxii.  22, 32.  dered  by  different  English  words  in  our 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  age  its  falsity,  “And  God’s  anger  was  kindled,  because  common  version, 
than  to  establish  it.  The  reasons  for  this  |j  he  (Baalam)  went :  and  the  angel  of  the  i  The  word  diabolos,  most  commoDly 
conclusion  are  obvious.  The  scenes  of 'i  Lord  stootl  in  the  w’ay  for  an  adversary  rendered  devil,  and  more  properly  so  than 
the  book  of  Job  are  laid  in  the  land  of  (Satan)  against  him. — Behold  I  went  out  any  other  word  in  the  Greek,  is  coni- 
Uz,  where  paganism  prevailed,  and  par-i'Yo  withstand  Mec,  because  thy  way  is  per-  .pounded  of  d/o,  through,  and  6«//o,  todart, 
ticularly  the  philosophy  of  the  Persian  verse  before  me.”  In  the  above  two  ver-  tlirow,  strike,  or  stab  ;  and  signifies  slan- 
Magi.  The  Magian  system  of  philoso-  ses  the  word  Satan  occurs  twice  in  the  derer,  accuser,  or  enemy — one  who  stain 
phy  maintained  that  there  were  two  be-,  original :  in  the  first  it  is  rendered  adv’er-  with  an  accusation.  This  word  is  appli- 
ings  in  existence,  the  one  good,  the  other!  sary,  and  in  the  second  to  withstand  thee."  ed  to  women,  in  the  plural  number,  1 
bad  ;  the  one  the  author  of  light  and  of  And  what  is  worthy  of  your  particular  Tim.iii.  11.  “Even  so  must  their  wives 
all  good,  the  other  the  author  of  darkne.ss  notice,  it  is  not  applied  to  an  evil  fallen  (i.  e.  the  Deacons’  wives,)  be  grave,  not 
and  of  all  evil;  the  good  being  they  call-  spirit,  but  to  the  good  angel  of  the  Lord,  slanderers,  {diabolousy  or  devils,)  sober, 
ed  Ormudzy  (in  the  Greek  Oromasdes,)  By  examining  I  Sam.  xxix.  4.  H  Sam.  faithful  in  all  things.”  Here  the  apostle 
the  evil  being,  Ahroman,  (in  Greek  Ari-  \  xix.  22,  and  I  Kings  v.  4 ;  xi.  14,  23  25,  ievidenlly  supposed  it  possible  for  the  dei- 
manius.)  Ormudz  was  supposed  to  be  !  you  will  find  the  word  rendered  orfrerao-  cons’ wives  to  become  e/cPiVa,  or  he  would 
the  author  of  all  prosperity  and  happi-!'ry,  is  in  the  original  Satan  ;  and  isappli-  .not  have  admonished  them  against  it.  Is 
ness,  and  Ahraman  of  all  misfortunes,  ca- '  ed  to  David,  to  the  sons  of  Zeruiah,  to  it  possible  he  could  have  feared  they 
lamity  and  misery.  This  theory  is  in- 1,  Hadad,  to  Rezon,  and  others.  In  Ezra  would  become /a//cn  ongre/s  ? 
troduced  in  the  commencement  of  the  |  iv.  6,  the  word  Satan  is  rendered  aecusa-  1  The  Greek  words  daimon  and  daimo- 
book  of  Job — the  Ahraman  ot  the  Magi!  tion.  In  Ps.  xxxviii.  20  ;  Ixxi.  13,  and  nion,  are  nearly  or  quite  synonymous,iDd 
is  here  called  Satan,  or  adversary,  and!  cix.  4,  the  word  Satan  occurs  in  the  plu-  are  generally  in  the  New  Testament  used 
suppo^d  to  be  the  author  of  all  Job’s^ral  number,  and  is  in  each  place  rendered  .to  denote  lunatics  or  insane  persons,  or 
calamities  and  sufferings.  But  is  this'  adversaries,  the  madness  or  mental  disorders  with 

supposition  allowed  to  stand  uncontro- :  But  I  need  not  multiply  quotations  and  .which  they  were  afflicted.  One  or  the 
verted  andunrefuted  ?  Certainly  not :  for  references  to  places  where  the  word  6a-  other  of  these  words  (and  not  diaboloi) 
so  far  from  allowing  that  Ahraman  or  Sa-  'tan  occurs  in  the  original  of  the  Old  Tes-  is  used  in  each  of  the  following  passages: 
tan  was  the  author  of  his  sufferings,  Job  .tament.  Your  own  good  sense  and  ac-  Matt.  viii.  28— ol  ;  ix.  32  ;  xi.  18;  xv. 
uniformly  ascribes  them  to  Jehovah,  to  jquaiiitance  with  the  Setiptures,  must  sa-  22  ;  xvii.  18.  Mark  v.  15,  16,  18;  vii. 
the  good  God,  and  not  to  an  evil  one. —  'tisfy  you  that  the  word  Satan  signifies  26 — 30;  Luke  iv.  33,  35;  viii.  29;  ix. 
He  says,  “the  Lord  gave,  and  the:  simply  an  at/reraary,  and  is  generally  ap- !42  ;  xi.  14  ;  John  vii.  20  ;  viii.  48^2 
Loro  bath  taken  away,  (not  S'atan  hath  plied  to  men  wbo  sustain  the  character  x.  20,  21.  In  most  of  these  passages  k 
taken  away  :)  ble^ed  be  the  nameof  the  of  adversaries.  And  had  king  James’  must  appear  perfectly  obvious  that  being 
Lord.  ’  When  his  wife  desired  him  to  translators  rendered  it  thus  in  all  places,  .possessed  of  devils  (datvaon,  or  daimoni'o*) 
curse  God  and  die.  Job  replies,^  ‘‘Thou  ^  or  adopted  any  uniform  word  by  which  'can  mean  nothing  more  nor  less  thanbe* 
s()eakest  as  one  of  the  foolish  (i.  e.  the  |to  translate  it,  there  could  have  been  no  'ing  afflicied  with  some  mental  or  bodily 
^^hen  or  Persian)  women  speaketh. —  difficulty  in  every  English  reader’s  un- .disease.  In  some  of  them  it  is  particu- 
What!  shall  we  receive  good  at  the  haml  derstanding  it.  But  by  rendering  it  by  ilarly  so  defined.  Matt.  xvii.  15,  the  sub- 
m  God,  and  shall  we  not  receive  evil  f”  different  words  in  English,  sometimes  Ject  is  expressly  called  ^^lunatic."  Id 
Thus,  throughout  the  whole  book,  not  adeersarg,  sometimes  to  withstand,  some-  Luke  xi.  14,  the  subject  was  evidently 
only  Job,  but  bis  friends  and  all  the  char-  times  accusation,  and  sometimes  using  Idumb  ;  and  the  dumbness  was  the  only 
acters  or  personages  introduced,  ascribe  the  word  . Varan  untranslated,  they  have 'devil  or  evil  of  which  he  was  possessed, 
te  calamities  he  suffered  in  the  loss  of  introduced  confusion  into  the  minds  of  I  The  Jews,  at  the  time  of  our  Saviour’s 
is  possesions,  and  the  sore  affliction  the  common  reader,  and  by  the  magic  of '  advent,  and  for  several  generations  be- 
rom  his  biles,  not  to  the  Persian  evil  I  clerical  art,  a  superhuman  but  fallen  and  fore,  appear  to  have  believed  in  the  ex- 
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irtence  of  evil  spirits,  or  demons,  and  that}  find  the  man  poMCMeJ,  beseeching  Jesus  ji  The  Dr.  here  evidently  appears  to 
to  these  demons  nearly  all  the  mental}  in  one  verse,  and  the  tfeei/s  beseeching  have  been  the  unfortunate  subject  of 
and  corporeal  diseases  of  men  were  to  be  j  him  in  the  other  ;  by  which  the  Biblical  ,  meutal  alienation  or  partial  insanity. 

ascribed.  Our  Saviour  however  never  critic  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  mon!'  - - — - 

taught  nor  countenanced  this  opinion. —  possessed  besought  Jesus  that  the  mad-j  INFIDELITY. 

Neither  did  the  Jews  derive  it  from  any  ness  with  which  he  was  afflicted  might!  “The  intelligent  Christian  will  see  a 
of  their  sacred  writings;  (for  it  was  not  enter  into  and  take  possession  of  the  herd  j[  valuable  purpose  answered  by  the  pre¬ 
taught  in  them  ;)  but  from  the  Heathen  of  swine.  Mr.  Harwood’s  liberal  transla-|' sent  prevalence  of  Infidelity.  Itisastrik- 
nations  with  whom  they  associated.  The  tion  of  the  12th  verse,  reads  thus:  “Thej  ing  fulfillment  of  the  prophecies  of  our 
heathens  had  deified  the  departed  spirits  madman  uttering  such  wild  extravagant-  S^-iour,  who,  though  he  foretold  thathis 
of  their  heroes  and  dead  men,  and  divid-  things  as  persons  disordered  in  their  in-j  church  should  never  fail,  likewise  inti- 
ed  them  into  good  and  evil,  supposing  tellects  do,  desired  that  the  demons  which:  mated  that  at  his  second  coming,  he 
they  were  allowed  to  visit  men  in  this  were  in  him  might  enterin  to  the  swine.”  should  not  find  much  faith  (or  a  general 
world,  and  bless  or  torment  them,  accord-  A  view  of  some  of  the  principal  texts'  belief  and  expectation  of  his  comTng)  in 
log  to  their  pleasure  or  the  permission  of|  of  scripture  where  diabolos  occurs  in  the!  the  earth.  It  is  likewise  a  confirmation 
the  good  and  evil  powers  under  which  original,  will  constitute  the  theme  of  my  of  what  the  apostles  have  written  con- 
they  were  respectively  commissioned  to  next,  with  some  concluding  remarks  on  eerning  the  apostacy  of  the  latter  days. 


act.  The  ignorant  multitude  would  as 'the  subject  in  general. 


readily  be  induced  to  believe  this  theory 
as  our  superstitious  forefathers  were  to 
believe  in  witchcraft,  or  the  absolute  ex¬ 
istence  of  witches  and  wizzards.  And 
not  only  so,  but  the  very  subjects  them- 


Respectfully  yours, 

D.  S. 


In  the  mean  time,  the  prevalence  of  In¬ 
fidelity  is  the  most  efficacious  means  of 
purifying  our  religion  from  the  abuse  and 
corruption  which  at  present  debase  it ; 
and,  especially,  of  overturning  the  civil 


istence  of  witches  and  wizzards.  And  REV.  DR.  PAYSON.  •  '  and,  especially,  of  overturning  the  civil 

not  only  so,  but  the  very  subjects  them- I  It  is  not  perhaps  generally  known,  establishment  of  Christianity  in  all  Chris- 
aelves,  when  visited  with  any  malady,  how  nearly  the  Calvinism  of  the  late  Dr.  tian  countries,  whereby  the  kingdom  of 
would  immediately  ascribe  it  to  some  evil  jPason  came  leading  him  into  irifidelitv.  |  Christ  has  been  made  a  kingdom  of  this 
demon.  The  Heathen  Mythology  cx- I  Nor  was  it  any  thing  unnatural  that  it  j  ^'orld,  having  been  made  subservient  to 
hibits  a  vast  multitude  and  variety  of  Ighould  be  so.  We  know  nothing  which  ‘he  policy  of  men,  and  in  every  respect 


soRke  of  their  notions  of  the  demons,  yet  the  creed  of  our  orthodox  churches,  em-j' church.  They  will  do  it  far  more 
fell  in  with  their  general  system  in  regard  bracing  the  dogmas  of  endless  misery,;! ‘effectually  than  any  of  its  friends  would 
to  evil  angels  or  demons.  Though  the  | atonement,  and  the  Trinity.  Let  the;  done  >  ®nd  this  will  pave  the  way 

Jews  believed  in  the  existence  and  in-  i  |)r.  speak  for  himself: _ [Trumpet.  j  for  its  universal  prevalence  hereafter. — 

fluence  of  these  demons  or  evil  spirits,  j  .f.  .  ...  t  •  .  ,  .  1  Thus  the  corruptions  and  abuses  of  Chris- 

they  do  not  appear  to  have  deiced  them  ,‘’‘  '  tianity  produce  infidelity,  and  this  infi- 

quite  as  much  as  the  heathens  did  from  n^®  tof  tn®  three  months.  l;|(Jelity  is  the  means,  in  the  wise  order  of 

whomthey  derived  their  theory.  Hence,  met  with  nothing  like  them  ‘n  ji  gyj.g  qP 

our  translators,  being  aware  of  this  fact,  ^  dare  not  mention  them  to  any  ^gj^, 

have  in  one  instance  so  far  departed  from  I  should  trouble  him  asji  po^ary  and  partial  injury  to  that  religion, 

their  general  rule  as  to  accommodate  our  troubled  me;  but  should  lji_f  ^hey  are  so  great  an  incum- 

version  to  the  heathen  notion  of  demons,  “®®‘’‘ne  an  apostate,  and  write  against  j  brance.” — Priestly. 

where  the  heathens  were  represented  as  seems  to  me  that  I  could ,  - - - - 

the  speakers.  Acts  xvii.  18.  When  cer-  ‘’.'''"S  forward  objectioris  which  would,  Tjjj.  buriaL.— A  Fragment. 

tain  philosophers  of  the  Epicureans  and  h’^“'^®  faith  of  all  the  Christians  in  j  it  ^yas  summer.  Thesunshoneproud- 

efthtt  Stoics  encountered  Paul  at  Athens,  ‘"‘‘•'^orld.  V\  hat  I  marvel  at  down  upon  the  gray  mist  that  rose  a- 

“sorae  said.  What  will  this  babbler  say  A  the  arch  deceiver  has  never  been  P«r  |  bove  the  billows— the  blushing  charms  of 
other  some.  He  seemeth  to  be  a  setter  *o  sogg®**  them  to  some  of  his  i 

forth  of  strange  gods,  {dai monion ;)  he-  scribes,  and  have  them  published.  of  loveliness  had  succeeded.  The  wood- 

cause  he  preached  unto  them  Jesus  and  Again,  dands  were  gay  and  beautiful — for  nature 

the  resurrection.”  Here  our  translators!  ‘My  difficulties  increase  every  year,  had  clothed  them  in  all  her  surpassing 
have  metamorphosed  their  t/eri/s, or  what}  There  is  one  trial  which  you  cannot  splendours.  The  mountain  stream  now 
they  usually  translate  devils,  into  gods,  j  know  experimentally.  It  is  that  of  be-  ran,  now  rippled,  now  curling  with  its  sil- 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  understanding!  ing  obliged  to  preach  to  others,  when}  ver  eddies,  glad  sparkling  in  the  sun- 
all  those  passages  where  daimon  and  dai-j  one  doubts  of  every  thing;  and  can  beam— now  smoothly  flowed  along  its 
monion  occur,  when  the  origin  of  them'  scarcely  believe  that  there  is  a  God.  —  1} ever-varying  bed,  toward  its  quiet  borne 
is  consulted,  and  the  circumstance  iakenl  All  the  Atheistical,  deistical  and  heretical  the  world  of  waters.”  The  birds 
into  consideration,  that  in  scripture  prase-  objections,  which  I  met  with  in  books,  are  '  ' warbled  as  sweetly  in  their  green  bow- 
ology  there  are  frequent  occurrences  of  ^  cAi/rfw4  babbling,  compared  with  /Aose, }  ers  of  bliss,  as  if  sighs  and  tears  were  un- 
metonymy  and  prosopopoeia,  by  which  de-  j  which  Satan  svggesis,  and  which  he  urges  known. 

tDoniAfs  or  persons  possessed,  Me  pot  ioT,  upon  the  mind  with  a  force  almost  irresist-}  There  was  joy  on  earth.  The  twit- 
the  demons  or  maladies  by  which  they!  ible. — Yet  I  am  often  obliged  to  write!  teriiig  swallow,  as  it  darted  along  in  sun- 
are  possessed,  and,  vice  rersa,  the  demons '  sermons,  and  to  preach,  when  these  ob-i  shine  and  -shade,  heeded  not  the  bitter 
or  evil*  put  for  the  persons  afflicted  with  :  jections  beat  upon  m«  like  a  whirlwind, ;  wailings  of  affliction  and  distress — the 
them.  See  Matt.  viii.  31,  32;  Mark  V.  I  and  almost  distract  me.’ — Afemoir  p.  1  wild  bird  in  its  noiseless  flight,  softly  si- 
10,12.  In  the  last  verses  mentioned  we '  384.  ^ent  as  falls  the  snow-flake,  y;emed  un- 
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mindful  of  wo,  as  it  flashed  its  wiiifj 
across  the  vision,  like  a  thought  of  a  dream 
during  the  hushed  hours  of  midnight,  and 
vanished  as  suddenly.  'J'o  me,  the  sigljt 
of  their  joyous  felicity  brought  no  glad¬ 
ness — the  sounds  of  their  mirth  fell  cold 
upon  the  heart — it  seemed  but  bitter 
mockery  ;  and  spoke  of  days  departed. — 
'J'lie  bright  and  laugliing  skies  seemed 
insensible  that  they  were  smiling  over 
ruin  and  decay  ;  that  one  of  hope’s  fair¬ 
est,  sweetest  flowers,  had  drooped  and 
died  ;  and  now — even  now — was  to  be 
laid  in  the  earth’s  cold  bosom. 

I  had  seen  the  child  in  its  guileless 
beauty,  when  it  was  a  thing  all  glowing 
with  health,  innocence  and  joy — I  had 
seen  it  folded  in  the  arms  of  her  that  bore 
it,  in  all  the  overwhelming  fondness  of  a 
mother’s  love.  I’ut  now  her  first-born 
blessing — her  first,  last,  and  only  one, 
slept — not  on  the  soft  bosom  of  a  moth¬ 
er’s  tenderness — but  with  the  quiet  dead  ! 
Death,  death  !  how  lovely  eanst  thou  be  ! 
Though  pale  and  lifeless,  it  wore  a  smile 
passionless  and  pure,  us  the  cherub  of  im¬ 
mortality — it  had  nothing  of  tlfe  grave — 
but  its  .silence.  So  beautiful  it  seemed — 
like  the  sportive  lamb,  decked  with  a 
flowry  garland  for  the  sacrifice,  I  could 
fain  have  laid  down  by  its  side  in  the  cold 
bosom  of  our  common  mother,  in  the  dark 
and  silent  valley. 

Thou  weepest,  childless  mother — ah, 
well  thou  mayest — the  son  of  God  wept 
at  the  tomb  of  his  friend — and  thou 
mournest  thy  first-born.  Hard  it  is  for 
thee  to  lay  thy  loved  one  low  in  the  damp 
earth — beneath  the  cold  clods  of  the  val¬ 
ley — hard  it  is  to  reflect  that  this,  thy 
child  of  peerless  beauty,  will  never  more 
raise  its  rosy  lips  to  thine,  in  all  the  fond¬ 
ness  of  childhood’s  warm  aifection.  Ah ! 
these  are  recollections  that  weigh  upon 
the  soul,  even  to  overpowering.  Memo¬ 
ry  tells  thee  thou  art  desolate — it  tells,  too 
of  playful  smiles — of  a  thousand  soft  and 
winning  ways  that  twine  around  the 
mother’s  bosom — it  tells  of  the  sweet, 
wild  throbbings  of  bliss  that  were  thine 
when  ioftly  soothing  it  to  slumber  and 
repose.  Now,  the  foliage  of  the  cypress 
will  be  its  shelter ;  and  the  narrow  house 
its  abiding  place — the  nursery  will  no 
more  resound  with  gladsome  mirth — the 
cradle  in  which  it  had  so  often  reposed  in 
quiet  is  now  desolate.  Thou  weepest, 
childless  mother. 

The  last  look.  The  time  is  come  when 
she  may  gaze  once  more  upon  her  sleep¬ 
ing  boy,  ere  the  pall  is  settled  upon  his 
lifeless  brow.  Oh,  the  hitler  agony  of 
that  moment — one  long  burning  kiss  up¬ 
on  his  marble  brow,  and  he  is  shut  from 
her  view.  In  the  fulness  of  her  grief  , 

^  she  says,—.  i 

I 

I 


I  No  more,  my  baliy,  ghalt  thou  lie,  i 

I  With  drow  sy  sniil;*,  nnd  li.ill'-sliut  eye —  I 

j  I’llldwed  Ujwrn  (hy  mother’s  breast,  i 

.1  S.^r«‘iiclv  siiiliiii^  iiiu)  rest.  | 

i|  Tor  t><><i  Ituth  lai'l  ll.oJ  ilow’ii  to  sleep,  i 

*;  Like  a  pure  pLirl  trciicatu  tlic  deep! 

I  Look  abroad,  fond  mother,  upon  t!ie^ 
I' ways  of  sinful  men,  and  roj'iiie  no  more 
!  t!iaf(ii)J  liatli  made  thv  child  an  angel  in 
t!ie  regiosis  of  bliss.  Now  Jiis  song  min-‘ 
gles  with  the  thanksgiving  of  the  blessed  ! 
sanctified,  safe,  and  secure  from  the  stor¬ 
my  blasts  of  ini(|uity,  with  him  who  is ^ 
fiom  cveiia.sting !  | 

']  lie  long  train  of  weeping  friends  gath¬ 
ered  round  a  fresh-dug  grave.  The  cof-j 
fill  was  lowered  into  its  final  resting-place, 
liu  the  vale  of  solitude  and  silence — the, 
spirit  of  him  who  was  so  lovely  here,' 
had  long  ere  this,  crossed  the  dark  wa¬ 
ters — and  is  safely  landed  upon  the  flowe- 
I  ry  (^ast  of  a  world  of  fadeless  bloom  ! 

Ij  INFLUENCE  OF  UMVER^.\LISM. 

I  tVe  invite  the  altriifiun  of  the  reader  to  Ihe- 
following  urliele.  it  should  be  remembered,  | 
Uhul  the  paper  from  which  we  have  extracted 
litis  not  L'liivcrsalisl.  Mr.  Shirley  we  have 
never  seen  ;  but  we  have  frecjncnily  heard  of 
hiiin,  as  one  of  the  warm  friends  of  our  cojn- 
inon  cause  in  New  York.  To  how  mncli  nd  i 
vantage  dues  his  conduct  appear,  when  con-; 
trasted  with  that  of  .\rthur  Tappaii,  Esq.  whose! 
religion  consists  in  importing  Burgundy  wine' 
for  the  purposes  of  communion.  Ilcwliowipcs 
away  the  widow’s  tears,  hushes  her  sigh,  feeds 
her  children,  and  kindles  the  smile  of  joy  on 
lier  countenance,  hath  ofTered  a  more  accepta¬ 
ble  sacrifice  to  Ciod,  than  ho  who  bestows 
thousands  to  enrich  a  proud  clergy,  and  ren¬ 
der  them  more  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
their  country. —  Tnimptt. 

!  [From  the  New- York  Telescope.] 

1  certain  man  Kent  down  from  JcniaaUm  to' 
Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves.'’  "Bij  their  fruits^ 
ye  shall  knoto  them.”  \ 

'  In  March,  1329,  I  was  informed  that  a  wid- 
iOW  woman,  having  a  largo  family  depending 
on  her  industry  for  their  support,  would  be 
lodgeil  in  jail  unless  bail  could  be  procured  for 
her  attendance  at  court.  I  accordingly  became 
her  bail,  and  knew  notiiing  after  that  period, 
e.xccpt  her  appearance  at  court,  until  Tuesday  , 
the  10‘th  of  June,  IS.IO,  when  a  writ  was  hand*, 
cd  me  by  the  Sheriff’.  I  then  went  to  one  ol 
tlio  most  respectable  lawyers  in  the  city,  who 
advised  me  to  deliver  the  woman  up  to  thci 
sheiiir,  and  to  procure  bail  fur  her  liberty  on  j 
the  limits,  stating  she  w.as  one  of  the  most  re-' 
spcctable  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  Willett  street,  and  that  the  demand  I 
against  her  was  unjust  in  the  extreme.  I  then  ! 
stated,  that  I  would  call  on  her  brethren  of  tlio 
Methodist  society  for  bail.  The  lawyer  replied, 
“You  had  belter  call  on  Frances  Wright,  or 
her  followers,  in  tliern  you  will  find  more  foel- 
.iiigs  of  com[>assion  than  among  professing  chris  j 
'lians.  Fanny,  Owen,  &  Co.,  by  their  wits  are 
'speculating  and  making  money  ;  the  others  by 
their  creeds  and  disfigured  faces.”  I  have,  , 
liowever,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  said  lawyer,  j 
called  on  the  following  gentlemen,  members  of:: 
said  church  :  Joseph  johnson,  who  replied  that 
he  had  business  of  hie  own  to  attend  to  ;  Ro¬ 
bert  Cowless,  who  replied  that  he  was  well  ac-, 
iquainted  with  the  widow,  that  she  had  been  al| 
'member  of  their  society  many  years,  was  a  pL-li 


ous  and  virtuous  woman,  and  tint  the  demand 
w.".s  wholly  unjust;  hut  I  liad  better  lodge  her 
in  j;iil,  and  iirobably  the  s.iciety,  in  the  cuiirte 
ol  lour  or  five  du\s,  would  render  her  assis- 
tance;  I’hilu  Canada,  replied  that  lie  was  wdl 
acquainted  with  the  woman,  but  he  could  not 
do  any  thing  for  her;  Stephen  Wood,  who  an¬ 
swered  that  she  h.sd  lived  neighbor  to  him,  that 
she  was  a  good  nnd  virtuous  woman,  very  j,). 
iliistrious,  and  supporting  a  large  I'aniily  by 
washing  and  going  onl  niircing,  but  that  he 
won!  )  lint  be  bail  for  any  person  ;  Mr.  Hurley 
replied  that  ho  could  not  bo  bail,  and  thought 
that  she  was  in  very  good  hands  now  ;  Joseph 

Bcdtluli  advised  mo  to  go  to  Mr. - ♦  whu 

had  given  her  a  great  deal  of  assistance,  had 
token  one  of  her  children  who  was  a  cripple, 
and  no  doubt  but  what  he  would  render  the 
needed  assistance — he  also  said,  that  she  waa 
an  innocent  and  virtuous  woman,  and  that  the 
demand  was  unjust ;  John  W’estiield  declared, 
very  abruptly,  that  he  knew  nothtng  about  the 
woman,  nnd  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
her  concerns  ;  William  Smith  replied,  that  he 
knew  all  about  the  proceedings  from  the  cotn- 
mcncemcnt,  that  she  had  been  wronged,  that 
the  whole  dcm.anil  was  unjust  against  her,  that 
she  was  an  industrious,  virtuous,  good  woman, 
and  that  the  jinlirment  obtained  against  her 
vvashv  fal.se  tfstinioiiy,  that  ho  was  nut  willing 
to  heroine  bail  fur  any  one,  hut  lie  would  think 
of  it!!!  JAMES  SHIRLEY, 

533  Grand--strccf. 

REMAr.KS. — The  above  account  may  he  relied 
upon  as  strictly  true.  Into  what  a  lamcntablo 
and  corrupt  state  docs  it  prove  the  Methodists 
to  have  fallen.  It  evidently  shows  (if  Christ’s 
sermon  on  the  mount  he  true)  that  they  liavs 
no  lot  or  part  in  the  matter;  that  they  not  only 
betray  a  total  want  of  Christianity,  bnl  even  tiu) 
I  humanity  possessed  hy  savnb’cs  and  Hottentots. 

I  All  tlicse  men  wlio  were  applied  to  fur  relief 
I  are  the  liigiicst  prufc.ssors  in  the  socictv;  they 
arc  indeed  pillars  of  the  church  ;  they  shniit, 
they  sing,  they  pray,  they  profe.ss,  run  con- 
i  slantly  to  hear  their  priests  ;  and,  in  short,  do 
all  hut  c.xhihit  the  least  spark  of  religion.  In 
[  applying  in  vain  for  relief  to  many  of  the  great¬ 
est  professors  in  the  society,  we  plainly  seethe 
'  deplorable  state  the  whole  body  are  in.  Mr. 
Shirley,  a  Universalisf,  I  believe,  proved  the 
good  Samaritan  to  this  woman,  who  thus  “  fell 
among  thieves  and  robbers:”  he  paid  out  of  his 
own  pocket  about  fourteen  dollars,  spent  one 
or  two  days  in  relieving  her  distresses,  when 
her  brethren,  those  hi^h  shouting  Methodists 
passed  by  like  the  Levite,  “on  the  opposite 
side.” 

The  religion  ofthe  Methodists,  as  well  as  nil 
other  sects,  if  we  :nay  jiidtrc  by  their  fruits,  is 
farllicr  from  the  religion  of  Christ  than  that  of 
I  the  heathen  ;  and  yet  they  daily  boast  of  their 
sanctification,  holiness,  purity  of  doctrines,  &c. 
One  of  the  above  men,  Westfield,  or  Wester- 
field,  spends  a  great  part  of  his  lime  in  praying 
and  exhortin'?.  May  it  not  bo  emphatically  said 
to  the  Methodists,  and  other  sects,  as  it  was 
said  to  the  Jews  hy  our  Saviour,  “  Ye  hypo¬ 
crites,  ye  generation  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  es¬ 
cape  the  damnation  of  hell.” 


♦This  benevolent  man  has  long  been  de¬ 
nounced  as  an  infidel,  by  the  orthodox  o(  (his 
city. 

The  following  was  written  hy  a  man  who 
had  just  lost  his  wife  by  death,  giving  instruc- 
lions  to  the  grave-digger  of  a  church  in  the 
West  of  England  : — “My  wife  is  ded  nnd  wants 
to  be  berrid  to  morror  at  wonnerclock.  You 
knows  where  to  dig  it  close  by  my  other  wief 
but  let  it  be  dip.” — Liverpool  Chron. 


KVAXGELICAI^  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEE  ADVOCATE 


293 


iaA.aAzmi3  Atrx>  ivcvocATE. 

UTICA,  SATUUDAY,  'SI'PPT.  11,  ISJO. 

ATIIKISM. 

Of  all  the  sfranffp,  linaecouiitablo  and  irration¬ 
al  theories  c»er  introdueed  among  men  in  any 
enlightened  age  of  the  world,  or  in  any  country 
where  men  pretend  to  the  exercise  of  reason, 
Atheism  is  the  strangest  and  the  most  nnaccount-  j 
able.  To  deny  the  being  of  a  CoJ — the  e.\is-j 
tenre  of  a  great  First  Cause — to  pretend  to  ac-  ] 
count  for  clFects  without  any  ailequatc  cause — j 
to  deny  the  force  of  the  most  palpable  evidence  [ 

_ evidence  stamped  with  the  hand  of  Divinity  on 

all  creation — to  reason  against  reason,  use  rea-  , 
son  against  the  use  of  reason — to  suppose  non- 
eality  originated  frting — that  creation  was  uncre-' 
ated — that  unorganized  and  inert  matter  organi¬ 
zed  and  gave  life  to  itself  without  the  power,  ori¬ 
ginal  or  derived,' to  do  it — that  chaos  itself 
produced  order — in  short,  to  suppose  utter  im-! 
possiblities,  is,  to  be  an  Atheist.  We  have  seri-  .. 
ously  doubted  whether  there  ever  was,  or  ever  II 
could  be  a  rational  man,  in  the  full  possession  of 
bis  reason,  who  believed  in  Atheism,  or  could 
avow  his  disbelief  of  a  God.  Nor  are  we  yet 
satisfied  that  this  ever  was  a  fact.  True,  some 
unprincipled,  light-minded  men,  may,  and  doubt¬ 
less  have,  so  far  perverted,  distorted,  or  smothered 
the  voice  of  their  reason,  as  to  work  themselves 
into  the  belief  or  dubious  persuasion  that  there  i 
was  no  God ;  but  then  they  could  not  bo  in  their 
right  minds,  or  the  possession  and  exercise  of  their 
reason.  Like  the  lunatic,  they  may  be  rational 
on  every  subject  but  one:  Int  like  him,  when  that 
one  subject  is  touched,  their  delirium  returns. 

They  will  view  a  nice  painting,  representing  a 
beautiful  landscape,  at  once  be  satisfied  there 
was  a  painter,  and  admire  the  genius,  taste  and 
skill  employed  in  its  execution  ;  but  cannot  ad-  j 
mit  that  the  hills  and  vales,  the  groves  and  glades,  j 
the  village  and  gardens,  of  wiiich  the  picture  is 
but  an  imperfect  representation,  had  any  design¬ 
er  or  maker.  Tlioy  will  view  the  representation 
of  a  sheaf  of  grain  painted  on  a  sign,  and  say  it  is 
admirably  executed,  and  proves  a  master’s  skill ;  i 
and  yet  believe  the  grain  itself  couM  grow  in  the  |l 
field  without  the  skill  of  a  still  greater  Ma.«ler,  or  j 
even  without  any  cause  at  all.  They  can  look  ^ 
upon  a  pair  of  artificial  globes,  representing  tliej 
terrestial  and  heavenly  bodies,  and  say  they  ex-  I 
liibit  evidence  of  great  study,  labor  and  genius  in  ' 
the  artist  that  made  them ;  and  yet  deny  tiie ; 
skill  and  even  the  being  of  the  great  Artificer  that 
made  the  origiiuds  from  which  these  were  faintly  ^ 
and  imperfectly  copied.  Thej’  can  contemplate  | 
on  the  wonderful  mechanism  of  man,  the  mystc-  ,1 
nous  union  of  matter  and  mind,  the  wonderful 
operation  of  the  corporeal  organs,  the  beautiful 
symmetry  and  regularity  of  the  system,  the  just, 
exact  and  even  number  of  eyes,  of  ears,  ofhands 
and  fingers,  feet  and  toes — that  there  is  an  organ  j 
provided  for  every  necessary  use,  and  yet  not  one 
superfluous — that  there  is  an  equal  division  of 
the  human  race  into  the  two  sexes,  and  that  they  J 


are  exactly  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  each  oth¬ 
ers  society  and  for  the  participation  of  social  and 
intellectual  pleasure;  and  yet  say,  there  was  no 
w  isdoiii  in  the  design,  no  power  in  the  execution, 
and  no  goodness  in  the  bestownient  of  these 
blessings  ;  or  rather  that  they  exist  without  adc-i 
sign,  without  a  power,  without  goodness,  and 
without  a  cause!  They  can  contemplate  on  this 
earth,  its  division  into  land  and  water  in  propor- 1 
tions  exactly  to  suit  the  convenience  and  favor  i 
the  happincssof  man,  its  diurnal  and  annual  rc-| 
volutions,  giving  toman  the  pleasing  varieties  of i 
day  and  night,  summer  and  winter,  spring  and 
autumn,  stretch  their  vhiwa  away  to  the  lica-j| 
vonly  Iwdies,  and  by  the  assistance  of  astronomy  J 
contemplate  the  immense  distance  and  magni-jl 
tudeot'tiic  sun  that  enlightens  our  system,  view 
the  other  planets  that  “  move  in  mystic  dance” 
around  him ;  and  then  away  still  father,  on  the 
wings  of  astronomy,  to  the  fixed  stars  that  twin 
kle  in  the  firmament  of  evening,  view  those  iin-  ;i 
mense  globes  of  “  living  sapphire”  that  stand  or 
move  as  so  many  suns  of  other  systems,  perhaps 
far  more  beautiful,  majestic  and  glorious  than  ^ 
our  own;  reflect  on  the  immeasurable  distance' 
of  those  bright  luminaries  from  each  other  and ' 
from  us — that,  if  the  whole  planetary  system 
were  lighted  up  into  a  globe  of  fire,  though  it ' 
would  exceed  by  many  millions  of  times  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  this  world,  yet  it  would  only  appear  a 
small  lucid  point  from  the  nearest  of  them — that : 
if  a  body  were  projected  from  the  sun  with  the. 
velocity  of  a  cannon  ball,  it  would  take  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  years  before  it  described  that' 
might}  interval  which  separates  the  nearest  of  the 
fixed  stars  from  our  sun  and  from  our  system — 
that  if  this  earth  which  moves  at  more  than  the 


inconceivable  velocily  of  a  million  and  a  half 
miles  a  day,  wer^  to  be  hurried  from  its  orbit  and 
to  take  the  same  rapid  flight  over  this  immense 
tract,  it  would  not  have  arrived  at  the  tormina- 1 
tion  of  its  journey,  after  taking  all  the  time  that  I 
has  elapsed  since  it  is  said  the  world  was  created 
— that  the  nnnibcr»of  those  suns  and  of  those 
systems  is  equally  immense  and  incalculable — 
that  the  unassisted  eye  of  man  can  take  in  a 
thousand,  and  the  best  telescope  which  the  gen¬ 
ius  of  man  has  constructed  can  take  in  eighty 
millions — that  all  move  in  the  same  order,  regu¬ 
larity  and  harmony — let  fancy  take  its  flight  far 
beyond  the  ken  of  eye  or  telescope,  expatiate  in 
the  outer  regions  of  all  that  is  visible,  roam  over 
the  immeasurable  largeness  of  unlimited  space, 
and  seek  to  sweep  the  outer  boundaries  of  im¬ 
mensity  itself,  and  all  that  is  in  it — and  THEN 
S\Y— -There  is  no  God !  !  ! — That  all  came  or  ex¬ 
ist  by  chance  ! — that  no  wisdom,  power,  nor  good¬ 
ness  is  displayed  in  all  this  beauty  and  order,  in  ■ 
all  this  glory  and  e.xcelleney! ! — That  no  eternal, 
and  immortal  God  created,  upholds,  rules  and  I 
governs  the  universe! — but  mom — poor,  weak, 
puny  man  is  the  greatest  being  and  the  only  god  in 
the  universe  !  ?  j 


i 


And  this  is  Atheism.  O,  shame  on  the  man 
who  pretends  to  reason,  that  can  avow  himself  an 
Atheist.  I  should  blush  to  own  myself  a  man,  !l 


could  I  think  that  a  fellow-man  m  his  senses,  could 
thus  believe.  But  no,  it  is  not  so — man  cannot 
reason,  and  be  an  .llheisl.  Though  he  may  for  a 
while  fool  himsidf  out  of  the  belief  of  a  God,  the 
s|)ell  cannot  always  last. 

AVlien  fortune  frowns  and  friends  shall  fail, 

And  sickness  lays  him  low. 

And  ghastly  Death,  in  terror  pale. 

From  life  shall  bid  him  eo — 

’Tis  then  he’ll  feel  his  impotence ; 

’Tis  then  he’ll  need  a  God ; 

’Tis  then  that  his  returning  sense 
Will  show  a  difTrcnt  road. 

AVc  pity  tlic  man  who  does  not  realize  and  fee^ 
that  there  is  a  God,  who  created  and  governs  the 
universe  and  rules  over  the  destinies  of  men ;  and 
to  whom  he  can  go  in  the  hour  of  tribulation  and 
distress  as  unto  a  kind  Father  that  loveth  and 
carcth  for  him.  We  pity  the  man  whom  the 
frivolities  of  youth,  the  infatuation  of  folly,  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  sensuality,  or  the  cob-web  charms  of 
a  baseless  philosophy,  have  deprived  of  a  trust  in 
God,  a  faith  in  the  gospel  and  a  hope  in  iminor- 
lality — nay,  whom  they  have  deprived  even  of 
common  sense  ;  for  it  is  the  common  sense  of  all 
mankind  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  that  there  is  a 
supreme  Divinity.  This  idea  is  irresistible  to  him 
who  will  use  his  reason.  It  is  at  once  seen  and 
felt,  and  known  to  be  true.  It  is  stamped  in  bold 
relief  on  the  whole  face  of  nature,  and  seen  equal¬ 
ly  clear  by  the  savage  and  the  sage.  Go,  visit  the 
savage  that  ranges  the  western  wilds,  the  hardy 
Laplander  that  climbs  the  snow-capt  hills,  the 
jetty  negro  that  pants  at  the  line,  the  wild  Hot¬ 
tentot,  the  Siamese  and  the  Hindoo,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Bnrrampooter,  the  Indus  or  the  Ganges, 
where  the  light  of  revelation  has  never  dawned, 
where  the  sweet  anthems  of  Christian  devotion 
have  never  mingled  with  the  passing  breeze,  and 
where  life  and  immortality  have  never  been 
brought  to  light  by  the  gospel,— even  there  you 
behold  the  simple  native  in  the  full  conviction  of 
some  Divinity,  renouncing  all  the  joys  of  sense, 
bursting  every  earthly  tie,  deterred  by  no  quiver¬ 
ings  of  the  thousand  victims  that  have  gone  be. 
fore  him,  boldly  plunging  in  the  running  stream, 
casting  himself  on  the  funeral  pile,  or  before  the 
mighty  engine  of  death,  wliile  the  still  small  voice 
within  him  whispers  his  immortality.  And  yet, 
favored  man,  in  this  enlightened  age  and  coun¬ 
try,  where  the  mild  radience  of  tha  eternal  and 
merciful  Father  of  all  shines  in  such  unrivalled 
splendor,  will  try  to  persuade  himself  there  is  no 
God  !  “  0  my  soul,  come  not  thou  into  their  se¬ 
cret;  unto  their  assembly,  mine  honor,  be  not 
thou  united.”  W’e  would  aflectionately  say  to 
all  candid,  honest  and  reflecting  youth.  Beware 
of  the  dark  flood  of  Atheism,  whose  noxious 
effluvia  will  poison  all  the  joys  of  social  life,  in¬ 
fect  and  corrode  all  the  fountains  of  domestic 
peace  and  quietness,  deprive  you  of  vour  strong 
confidence  in  the  protecting  care  and  kind  pro¬ 
vidence  of  an  Almighty  Fnend,  and  sink  you  to 
a  baseness  below  the  very  brutes.  May  each 
reflecting  citizen  of  this  land  of  the  free,  adopt 
the  language  of  the  pious  Watts,  and  say, 

“Should  all  the  forms  that  men  devise. 

Assault  my  faith  with  treacherous  art. 

I'll  call  them  vanity  and  lies. 

And  bind  the  gospel  to  my  heart.” 
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NOTICES.  [ 

Br.  S.  R.  Smith  and  the  Editor  of  this  paper 
will  exchange  service  on  the  4th  Sunday  instant,  i 
Br.  Smith  will  preach  in  this  village,  and  the  Edi-i 
tor  in  Marshall,  near  the  forge. 

The  J^orthem  Association  of  I7iiip«r*a/i4t*  willj 
hold  its  annual  session  at  Williston,  Vt.  on  thei 


of  last  year,  or  at  Gaines,  as  Br.  Whitnall  inform¬ 
ed  a  short  time  since.  If  we  hear  nothing  fur¬ 
ther  we  shall  notify  it  at  Albion. — Ed. 


[  For  the  J^agazine  and  Advocate.] 

_  Mr.  Editor. — I  have  just  been  informed  of  the 
I  singular  fact  that  an  open  and  avowed  Atheist, 

I  passing  through  your  village,  a  few  days  since, 
first  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  October  next.  i|  requested  the  use  of  a  Christian  church,  (which 
The  Cayuga  Association  will  meet  at  Genoa, '!  "'“3  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Jehovah,)  for 
.u  c  .  j  j  j  if*  of  Atheism;  and  that  two  or 

on  the  first  Wednesday  and  Ihursday  m  October  of>ur  citizens  (though,  as  I  was  informed, 

next.  !' iione  of  the  members  of  the  society  worshipping 

- — -  j|in  that  church)  seconded  his  request,  and  seemed  ' 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS  jtothitikthc  society  very  illiberal  because  they  i 

7,*^  is  thankfully  received  and  will  have  a  place,  have  had  the  eflrontory  to  make  such  a  retjuest,  j 
in  our  next;  as  also  the  Minutes  and  Circular  of  is  singular  enough,  to  be  sure,  allowing  him  to  | 
the  Chenango  Association,  which  were  not  re- [  }»e  sane ;  but  tha  t  any  of  your  cit  izens,  especial- , 

“  J  H  '  ^  ^  have  families,  either  wives  orchildren,  I 

■  *  or  who  profess  any  regard  for  the  reputation  or 

respectability  of  that  particular  society,  or  of  your  | 


ceived  in  season  for  this  week’s  paper. 

E.”  of  Virgil,  has  some  good  ideas,  but  the  com¬ 
munication  is  too  disjointed  and  ungrammatical 
for  insertion.  Several  articles  from  “  L**  £♦♦♦,” 
and  one  from  “  O.  R.”  are  yet  unexamined. 


illage,  should  have  seconded  such  a  request  and 
sought  to  introduce  Atheism  there,  is  still  more  I 
surprizing. 

The  same  itinerant  Atheist  lectured  in  this 
place  about  three  weeks  previous  to  his  visit  at  j 
Utica,  and  though  the  opinion  of  our  citizens  was 
sufficiently  unfavorable  to  Atheism  before,  I  as- 1 
sure  you  it  is  much  more  so  since.  They  were  . 
pcrfiHitly  disgusted  with  his  lecture,  and  equally  ! 

I  so  with  his  private  conversation. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  society  in  your  vil- 
,  lage  did  ndt  deem  it  necessary  to  pass  any  reso-jl 
lution  nor  act  at  all  on  the  subject  of  the  above 


[For  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.] 

QUARTERLY  MEETING. 

Br.  Skinner— The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the 
Genesee  Association  was  holden  in  Alexander, 
according  to  previous  arrangement  and  notice. 

It  was  a  season  of  rejoicing,  and  long  to  be  re¬ 
membered.  We  were  received  by  our  brethren  . 
with  great  cordiality,  and  treated  with  peculiar  request;  as  none  of  the  members  advo- 

kindness  and  attention.  Nothing  interposed  to  i  eated  the  opening  of  the  house  for  a  purpose  so 
interrupt  our  enjoyment,  or  mar  oiir  felicity;  but  Uotally ‘i'ffjrcnt  from  the  objects  of  its  erection, 
universal  harmony,  order  and  unanimity  prevail- li  Though  the  house  is  declared  to  be  free  for  the 
ed  during  the  session.  |  wor*//ip  of  ait  denominations  of  Christians,  it  was 

The  Meeting  House  belonging  to  the  Metho-'  erected  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  public  ioor- 
dist  and  Presbyterian  Societies,  was  opened  for  {ship,  a7id  dedicated  to  Almighty  God.  But  it  was 
our  accomm^ation ;  which  reflects  high  honor  requested  by  this  Atheist,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
upon  those  who  worship  in  that  edifice.  For  this  i divine  worship,  (for  he  worships  no  6fmg  but 


liberality,  and  genuine  benevolence,  they  will 
please  accept  our  sincere  acknowledgments  of 


himself,  and  says  he  has  “  nothing  to  pray  to  nor 
nothing  to  pray  for,”)  but  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 


gratitude.  Such  an  act  of  noble  generosity  is  a  approving  all  worship,  and  all  the  moral  and  re 
mark  of  the  Christian  character,  and  should  ever  m-.,  ♦i...o. 

be  held  in  remembrance  as  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation. 

On  Saturday  a  goodly  number  assembled  in  the 
afternoon,  at  the  house  of  worship,  and  one  dis¬ 
course  was  iWivered  by  the  writer  of  this  article, 

Br.  Flagler  taking  part  in  the  services.  We  then 
adjourned  till  the  following  day.  On  Sunday, 

(the  morning  being  lavorably  pleasant,)  at  ten 
o'clock  the  people  began  to  reassemble  ;  and  at 
half  past  ten  the  temple  was  literally  filled  to  an 
overflowing,  having  a  surplus  of  from  fitly  to  an 
hundred  destitute  of  seats.  When  the  attention 


ligious  institutions  in  existence.  Nay,  these 
Alheists  would  fain  disannul  the  sacred  institii-  j 
tion  of  mariiage,  and  carry  mankind  back  to  a  ' 
state  of  worse  than  primeval  and  native  barbarity. ' 
For  even  the  uncultivated  savage  recognizes  a  ! 
Supreme  being — 

“Lo  !  the  poor  Indian’s  yef  untutored  mind 
Sees  God  m  clouds  and  hears  him  in  the  wind.” 

For  my  part  I  think  the  man  who  will  aid  and  as¬ 
sist  in  the  propagation  of  .Atheism,  can  have  lit¬ 
tle  regard  for  his  own  reputation,  and  as  little  for 
the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation.  And  it  does 


of  the  audience  was  called  to  the  exercises  of  the  appear  to  me  that  the  lunatic  vagrant  who  should 
day,  all  was  hushed  to  a  profound  silence,  and  a  jeome  along  through  our  towns,  asserting  that  the 
deathlike  stillness  seemed  to  rest  throughout  the  \  Mohawk  river  runs  np  stream,  and  the  village  of 
whole  congregation.  Utica  was  not  reared  by  human  mcan3,,art  or  la¬ 


bor,  but  accidentally  floated  up  the  Mohawk  from 
the  city  of  New-York  and  lodged  where  it  now  is, 
would  give  no  more  decisive  proof  of  mental 
alienation,  than  he  who  asserts,  there  is  no  God. 


Two  discourses  were  dclivcreil  on  the  occasion 
and  the  glistening  eye,  the  falling  tear,  and  the 
joy-irradiated  countenance,  eave  evidence  thatj* 
they  were  not  wholly  insensible  to  the  principles 
of  humanity  and  virtue,  nor  “  totally  inclined  to  \ 
all  that  is  evil.”  j 

There  were  present  from  eight  hundred  to  a 
thousand  people :  and  we  trust  the  seed  sown  fell ! 
on  a  congenial  soil ;  and  will  ere  long  produce  j 
an  abundant  harvest.  May  the  Lord  revive  his , 
work  in  the  midst  of  us,  that  while  we  devote  our , 
all  to  his  service,  “  we  may  see  of  the  travail  of, 
our  souls  and  be  satisfied.”  ! 

.  L.  L.  Sadler.  ],  ,  - 

•  r  J  u  .L  I  '  cient  to  satisfy  all  who  will  think  (but  “  the  fool 

[We  are  not  yet  informed  where  the  annual  , 

no  God,”)  that  an 

aession  of  the  Genesee  Association  is  to  be  held,  ji  Omnipotent  Power  created,  and  now  sustains  and 
whether  at  AJbien,  according  to  its  adjournment  U  upholds  all  things— that  this  power 


“Happy  the  man  who  sees  a  God  employed 
In  all  the  good  and  ill  that  chequer  life. 
Resolving  all  events,  with  their  effects, 

And  manifold  results,  into  the  will 
And  arbitration  wise  of  the  Supreme.” 

Everv  thing  in  nature,  animate  and  inanimate, 
proclaims  the  being  of  a  God ;  every  tree,  and 
plant,  and  flower,  beast,  bird,  fish,  and  insect,  is 
a  refutation  of  the  Atheist’s  creed  ;  and  is  suffi- 


“  Warms  in  the  sun,  refreshes  in  the  breeze 
Glows  in  the  stars,  and  blossoms  in  the  trees  •' 
Lives  through  all  life,  extends  through  all  extent 
Spreads  undivided,  operates  unspent ;  ’ 

Breathes  in  our  soul,  informs  our  mortal  part. 

As  full,  as  perfect  in  a  hair  as  heart ; 

As  full,  as  perfect  in  vile  man  that  mourns. 

As  the  rapt  seraph  that  adores  and  burns  ■ 

To  him  no  high,  no  low,  no  great,  no  small, 

He  fills,  he  bounds,  connects  and  equals  all.” 

Philcmax. 

New-Hartford,  Sept.  7,  1S30. 

We  continue  our  extracts  this  week  from  tbs 
“EXPOSE 

Of  the  rise  and  proceedings  of  the  ..^neriean  Bible 

Society,  during  the  thirteen  years  of  its  exii- 

tcnce.  Second  Edition — 16  pp.  8vo.  Br  a 

Member.” 

Another:  The  Steiihen  county  Bible  Society, 
the  same  year,  received  from  the  American  Bi’ 
ble  Society,  one  hundred  Bibles,  as  a  gratuity; 
in  the  next  year  it  returned  to  this  society  fS3,' 
and  the  year  following,  again  sent  $94  10,  ma. 
king,  together,  for  this  donation  of  100  booki, 
the  sum  of  $147  10.  These  circumstances,  in¬ 
controvertible  in  themselves,  are  adduced  to 
show  correctly,  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
is  made  to  believe,  from  year  to  year,  that  tbii 
Institution  is  gratuitously  disseminating  books 
to  the  value  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars,  to 
the  needy,  but  which  is  the  very  reverse  of 
truth. 

Auxiliaries  commence  operations  by  collect¬ 
ing  charities  from  the  community  for  the  laud- 
able  purpose  of  furnishing  the  indigent  in  their 
vicinity  with  the  “waters  of  eternal  life,  with¬ 
out  money  or  without  price.”  The  Managen 
of  the  Parent  Institution,  in  their  Fourth  Re¬ 
port,  mention  the  fact  of  their  having  sent  a 
Circular  to  their  Auxiliaries,  urging  them  to  use 
their  influence  and  endeavors  to  sell,  not  to  gist 
the  “bread  of  life.”  This  they  have  iterated 
and  reiterated,  year  after  year,  with  a  pertina¬ 
city  worth  a  better  cause.  The  eflTect  of  thii 
has  been  to  make  almost  every  pulpit  of  ourchpr- 
ches  a  stall  fur  the  sale  of  our  books,  or  clerical 
bookstores  of  our  temples  of  worship  ;  and  our 
pious  young  men  have  become  travelling  ped¬ 
lars  and  hawkers,  forcing  their  entrance  into 
families  which  they  had  never  before  seen, and 
urging  them  to  buy,  at  reduced  prices,  the  booki 
issued  by  this  “National  Institution.”  They 
district  cities,  towns,  and  villaires,  and  scour 
them,  either  singly  or  in  squads,  seeking  pur¬ 
chasers  with  money,  not  the  indigent  without 
it.  In  order  to  freshen  the  memories  of  the 
Auxiliaries,  the  following  polite  dun  was  inser¬ 
ted  in  their  Fourth  Report: 

“To  such  of  the  present  Auxiliary  Societies 
as  have  been  remiss  in  the  collection  or  trans¬ 
mission  of  their  revenues,  it  will  not  be  deemed 
an  offensive  intimation  that  the  enlargement  of 
the  general  plan  of  operation,  and  the  regular 
and  secure  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  Pa¬ 
rent  Institution  will,  in  a  great  measure,  de¬ 
pend  on  the  promptitude,  perseverance,  and 
energy,  of  its  local  assistants;  and  that  it  is 
the  sums,  however  small,  transmitted  witk 
punetuality  by  them,  that  will  ultimately  invat 
the  general  body  with  capaeities  equal  to  its 
wide,  extended  sphere  of  action.” 

Not  only  have  they  enlisted  Auxiliaries  and 
pious  young  men  in  furtherance  of  their  de¬ 
signs,  but  duly  considering  the  great  weight 
and  influence  which  justly  belongs  to  the  fe¬ 
male  sox  in  the  community,  a  direct  appeal 
was  made  to  them,  and  they  likewise  are  hawk¬ 
ers  and  pedlars  for  the  Institution,  thinking  ther 
,  arc  doing  God  service  by  pertinaciously  pw* 
ling  the  Holy  Scriptures.  *  The  success  of  tbsir 
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exertion*  exceeded  the  moat  sanguine  expecta- 

Uon.  .  . 

“A  remarkable  instance  of  success  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  mode  of  distribution  occur¬ 
red  in  the  operations  of  the  Liverpool  Ladies’ 
Branch  Society,  established  on  the  1st  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  ISIS,  which,  besides  a  very  liberal  gratuit¬ 
ous  circulation,  numbered,  in  the  course  of  fif¬ 
teen  months  from  its  commencement,  no  less 
than  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventeen 
subscribers  for  Bibles  and  Testaments;  of  whom 
a  considerable  number  had  paid  for  and  receiv¬ 
ed  their  Bibles  at  the  cost  prices.  On  this 
brilliant  and  successful  example  of  female  en¬ 
terprise  and  exertion,  the  managers  ventured  a 
respectful  appeal  to  the  condescension,  patience 
and  perseverance  ol  their  amiable  countrywo¬ 
men;  who  have  this  additional  encouragement 
to  its  imitation,  that  the  same  distinguished  In¬ 
stitution,  in  the  period  already  mentioned,  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  its  parent,  a  sum  amount¬ 
ing,  in  our  currency,  to  near  four  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  Have  we  not  reason  to  believe  that,  under 
the  auspices  of  female  piety  and  zeal,  great  and 
permanent  good  may  be  achieved  in  this  way ; 
and  is  not  a  pledge  of  Heaven’s  blessing  to  be 
found  in  the  remarkable  prosperity  which  has 
attended  the  past  exertions  of  our  pious  female 
fellow- laborers  in  the  promotion  of  the  cause 
and  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  7 — Fourth  Report, 
p.  29. 

“It  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  that  se.x 
who  contribute  so  essentially  to  the  relief  of  our 
cares,  whilst  they  heighten  our  purest  pleasures, 
not  to  announce  in  a  prominent  manner,  their 
active  benevolence  in  aid  of  the  Society,  not 
only  in  forming  Auxiliaries,  but  also  in  consti¬ 
tuting,  in  so  many  places,  their  Pastors  mem¬ 
bers  for  life.’’ — First  Report,  p.  13. 

The  accumulation  of  riches  was  not  the  sole 
object  of  these  meek  and  lowly  followers  of  the 
Latnb.  To  raise  themselves  to  consequence  in 
the  eyes  of  that  world  which  they  affected  to 
despise,  to  set  forth  to  public  view  their  pecu¬ 
liar  tenets  in  the  most  amiable  light,  were  con¬ 
siderations  which  were  duly  debated,  and  long 
thought  upon,  ere  any  detinite  plan  fur  their 
furtherance  was  adopted.  Bound  by  their  con¬ 
stitution  nut  to  issue  the  Bible  with  commenta¬ 
ries  appended  to  it,  and  knowing  that  to  alter 
or  abrogate  this,  would  set  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  in  a  ferment, and  lose  theme  great  part 
of  the  immense  influence  they  had  obtained, 
they  devised  another  plan,  which  succeeded 
without  opposition. 

In  September,  ISIS,  they  determined  on  pub¬ 
lishing  and  delivering,  gratuitously,  a  pamphlet 
containing  forty-eight  pages,  entitled  “  Quar¬ 
terly  Extracts,”  composed  of  extract  of  letters 
from  their  agents,  auxiliaries,  and  foreign  cor¬ 
respondents,  showing  the  increase  of  new  aux¬ 
iliaries  through  their  means,  the  many  public 
meetings  they  had  been  enabled  to  get  up,  the 
fine  speeches  which  had  been  made  by  the 
great  and  learned  in  the  law  and  gospel ;  how 
the  great  in  riches  and  office,  and  the  honora¬ 
ble  of  the  earth,  had  taken  them  by  the  hand, 
and  praised  and  landed  their  charitable  exer¬ 
tions  to  spresd  the  Scriptures  abroad,  and  to 
supply  the  ignorant  and  the  indigent  with  the 
“word  of  lift.”  To  raise  themselves  in  the 
ayes  of  those  who  were  pouring  their  wealth 
into  the  treasury  of  this  institution,  and  to 
show  that  those  who  conducted  it,  herded  not 
with  the  poor  and  lowly  of  the  world,  cories- 
pondences  were  inserted  from  archbishops,  and 
ministers,  and  prime  ministers,  earls,  dukes, 
and  lords,  bespattering  flattery  and  praise  on 
the  institution  and  its  agents,  and  detailing  the 
btilliancy  of  show  made  at  their  anniversary 
meetings,  and  the  fine  speeches  delivered  by 
the  high  dignitaries  of  church  and  state.  The 


publication  of  “Quarterly  Extracts,”  they  con-i 
tinued  for  two  years  and  three  quarters,  or  un¬ 
til  they  had  published  eleven  numbers  ;  when, 
conceiving  that  the  attention  of  the  public  | 
would  be  more  engrossed  by  having  them  pre- 1 
sented  ofiener,  they  commenced  publishing' 
monthly  extracts.  The  cost  of  printing  and , 
issuing  those  to  the  world,  has  amounted  to  | 
,  $5,023  92,  money  extracted  from  the  commu- ; 
jnity  forthe  avowed  purpose  of  furnishing  the  i 
indigent  with  the  “oracles  of  God,”  but  thus! 
i  appropriated  to  subserve  the  “  best  interests  of 
this  Society.”  ! 

Seldom  has  an  “Annual  Report”  been  pre- 1 
sented  to  the  public  without  complaints  being  | 
I  made  of  the  many  persons  destitute  of  the  i 
“word;”  according  to  their  own  language,! 
descending  to  interminable  woe,  from  the  want 
1  thereof,  and  yet  they  continue  appropriating 
the  money  they  collect  in  a  manner  that  gives 
!tho  “lie  direct”  to  their  public  protestations. 

I  That  the  good  of  the  public  is  not  a  primary 
lor  in  fact,  even  a  minor  consideration  with  the 
'.managers  of  this  society,  is  established  beyond 
contradiction  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  ac- 
jqiiaintcd  with  the  manner  in  which  its  concerns 
'are  conducted.  Wealth  and  power  is  their 
I  grand  aim;  and  when  their  present  contract 
I  with  their  printer  shall  have  expired,  it  is  calcula- 
!  ted  that  they  will  be  sufficiently  wealthy  to  con- 
;duct  the  printing  department  themselves,  and 
,  thus  be  enabled  to  sway  that  great  engine,  the 
press,  to  suit  their  own  aggrandizement,  without 
fear  of  being  molested,  or  caring  for  the  original 
'  designs  of  the  founders  of  the  institution. 

'  Property  they  have  accumulated,  not  only  in 
’  the  stereotype  plates,  but  in  houses  and  lands,  to 
a  vast  amount.  Rich  in  this  world’s  goods,  they 
arc  supercilious  and  arrogant  to  individuals  from 
whom  they  expect  nothing,  and  whom  they  con- 
.sider  as  not  being  possessed  of  power  to  expose 
them  in  their  ulterior  designs.  When  they  be¬ 
come  their  own  printers,  they  may,  perhaps,  be 
able  to  accomplish  an  object  in  which  they  failed 
when  they  made  their  contract  with  their  present 
printer,  viz.  that  of  not  employing  any  person  in 
their  establishment  who  was  not  a  pious  person. 

I  Previously  to  the  formation  of  this  institution, 
the  most  lucrative  branch  of  the  book  trade,  was 
I  that  of  vending  Bibles.  Since  then,  this  has  been 
entirely  cut  off  from  the  regular  booksellers. 
They  find  that  competition  is  vain.  The  society, 
by  means  of  the  many  voluntary  contributions 
which  are  pouring  into  its  treasury,  is  enabled, 
.not  only  to  undersell  them  in  the  same  quality, 

I  but  also  to  furnish  a  much  better  print  for  less 
money  ;  and,  having  more  agents  who  volunteer 
for  the  love  of  religion,  meet  with  a  more  r^id 
:  and  profitable  sale  than  any  other  book  manufac- 
j  tory  ever  had,  or  can  expect  to  have,  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  It  has  long  been  in  contemplation  to  pub¬ 
lish  a  quarto  Bime  with  marginal  references ;  and, 

,  when  this  is  accompUshed,  the  booksellers  of  this 
I  country  may  consider  their  trade,  in  this  branch, 
as  finished ;  and,  those  who  have  made  large  in¬ 
vestments  in  quarto  stereotype  plates,  will  be 
;  obliged  to  melt  them  up,  as  utter  ruin  will  be  the 
consequence  of  this  deprivation. 

I  The  managers,  to  show  that  they  would  render 
!  nugatory  all  competition,  publishra,  in  their  Fifth 
Report,  that  it  was  to  the  interest  of  purchasers 
to  deal  with  them,  “since  copies  cannot  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  other  sources  of  equal  quality,  and  at 
as  low  prices.'*  In  their  Fourth  Report,  pp.  31, 

1 32,  the  following  paragraph  is  inserted,  which,  no 
doubt,  has  satisfied  many  booksellers,  that  to  en- 
'  dcavor  to  compete  with  this  institution,  would 
eventuate  in  their  ruin,  and  that  prudence  dicta- 
!  ted  their  relinquishing  this  branch  of  their  trade, 

I  without  a  struggle  to  their  formidable  opponent. 

I  “A  communication  having  been  receive  from 
I  a  Bible  society  in  one  of  the  northern  states, 
which  had  never  possessed  any  copies  of  the 


scriptures  printed  at  tlie  Depository,  stating  that 
its  managers  could  purchase  Bibles,  of  booksel¬ 
lers  in  New  York,  on  better  terms  than  they  were 
sold  by  the  American  Bible  Society ;  specimens 
of  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  printed  by  the  soci¬ 
ety  were  forwarded  to  this  institution,  making 
this  suggestion,  for  their  examination.  The  man¬ 
agers  could  not  doubt  that  a  fair  comparison  of 
those  with  the  Bibles  and  Testaments  supposed 
'  to  be  referred  to,  would  be  sufficient  to  remove 
I  this  mistaken  impression.  Such  was  the  imme¬ 
diate  effect.  The  society  alluded  to  were  at  once 
,  satisfied  that  the  superiority  of  our  Bibles,  in  the 
.  size  of  the  type,  printing  and  binding,  was  more 
.  than  an  equivalent  for  the  nominal  difference  of 
price.  Auxiliaries,  wherever  situated,  will  find, 

I  that  this  difference,  and  the  additional  coat  of  the 
I !  conveyance,  will  be  fully  repaid  in  the  beauty  and 
durability  of  the  Bibles  issued  from  the  National 
"  Depository,  the  arrangements  of  which  arc  now 
!  ;  adapted  to  any  demand  in  the  way  of  purchase.” 

1  — Fourth  Report,  p.  32. 

Having  accumulated  an  immense  number  of 
Bibles,  and  wishing  to  convert  them  into  cash  as 
soon  as  possible,  they  resolved  to  call  upon  the 
I  public  to  aid  them  in  this  design,  in  a  more  ener¬ 
getic  manner  than  had  hitherto  been  done.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  at  the  thirteenth  anniversary,  it  was 
stated  that  it  was  highly  necessary  that  every 

I  destitute  family  in  the  Xlnited  States  should  have 
'  ,  a  copy  of  the  “  word  of  God”  placed  in  their  hands 
||  as  soon  as  possible.  In  pursuance  of  this  sug- 
'igestion,  an  immediate  call  was  made  on  every 
!  auxiliary  attached  to  the  institution,  on  every 
j  pastor  belonging  to,  or  in  any  manner  connected 
;;  with  it,  and  on  all  its  members  and  dependents, 

I !  to  aid  in  this  scheme,  not  only  with  their  own 
ij  individual  funds,  but  with  all  the  inffucnce  they 
Ij  could  use  in  collecting  money  from  their  depen- 

I I  dents,  friends  and  nei|3ibors,  for  the  furtherance 
'I  of  this  design.  Gentlemen  have  condescended 
I!  to  solicit  from  servants  a  portion  of  their  hard 
I :  earned  pittance ;  workshops  are  laid  undercon- 
j  tribution,  and  boarding  houses  have  their  Bible 

boxes  for  the  boarders  to  throw  in  their  mites,  in 
I  order  to  pay  for  these  books,  under  the  idea  of 
I  supplying  the  destitute  with  the  “  bread  of  fife.” 

I  tJo  be  continued.] 


I  ANOTHER  VICTIM! 

j  SciciDK. — Miss  Susanna  Armentrout,  aged  be¬ 

tween  25  and  30 years,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  Hen¬ 
ry  Armentrout,  of  Hardy  county,  was  on  a  visit 
at  her  brother’s  in  Pendleton  county,  and  while 
there,  put  a  period  to  her  existence,  by  cutting 
her  throat  with  a  razor,  on  Friday  the  2d  ultimo. 
The  wound  was  four  inches  in  length  and  from 
one  to  two  in  depth.  For  some  time  previous, 
she  had  labored  under  a  slight  alienation  of  mind, 

I  occasioned,  it  is  supposed,  by  having  been  awak- 
I  ened  to  the  subject  of  religion — and  despaired  of 
ever  obtaining  that  peace,  which  it  alone  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  imparting  to  the  soul, 
j  Hampshire  Intelligencer. 


SN.AKE  POISON. 

I  A  Mr.  M’Corwick,  of  Newton,  Indiana,  pub- 
;  lishes  that  pulverised  charcoal  made  into  a  plais- 
!  ter  mth  hog’s  lard,  is  a  grand  antidote  to  the 
'  poison  of  snake  bites.  With  it  he  cured  a  child 
^  which  was  bitten  by  a  copper  head  in  both  an- 
i  cles.  So  rapid  was  the  progress  of  the  poison, 
that  in  five  minutes  after  the  biting,  the  child’s 
I  tongue  was  swollen,  and  green  matter  ejected 
'  from  the  stomach :  “  but  the  effect  of  the  antidote 
'  was  nearly  as  instantaneous  as  the  poison,”  and 
!  the  child  entirely  recovered.  The  ointment  was 
'  applied  every  half  hour  for  twelve  hours.  One 
editor  suggests  it  might  be  a  good  application  for 
j  the  sting  of  the  bee  and  other  insects. 

Bostoti  Traveller, 
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[For  the  .Magazine  and  Mvocatc.] 

A  HVMN  ON  UELTGIOUS  KNOWEEDGE. 

O,  I^orcl  of  t'lory,  poaco,  niid  love, 
lla.sten  on  tlio  aiispiLions  lionr, 

■Wlion  liLdil  ci'lcstial,  from  a!)ow^, 

Disipluys  thy  cpiickcriing  power. 

O  !  let  thy  word  fill  every  heart 
With  gospel  grace  and  joys  divine: 

O!  let  tliv  wisdom,  truth  and  love, 

In  all  tlieir  daz/liiig  splendor  shine. 

Then  shall  the  hlissfiil  morning  da  wii, 

When  man  just  knowledge  shall  obtain— 

When  virtue  spreads  her  velvet  lawn 
Over  the  moral  world’s  domain. 

l.ct  sweet  improvement  rise  and  shial 
Hei  golden  beams  on  earth  below, 

Arouse  each  heart,  awake  tlicdead — 

And  dry  up  all  the  streams ol  woe: 

Then  pure  II  liL'ion  here  shall  dwell, 

And  Peace  h'-r  silken  IianniTS  wave; 

Eternal  truth  llie  .shades  dispel. 

That  hang  around  the  silent  grave. 

Penihroke,  Sejit.  0.  L.  L.  f>. 


The  publication  of  a  few  names  under  what 
was  headed,  PI,  VCK  IdST,  wo  fintl  ha?  jirodnecd 
various  cfTicts  and  sensations  among  some  of  our 
subscribers.  Some  few  who  arc  pal  ron.s  some¬ 
what  in  arrears  as  to  payment,  but  still  reeciving 
the  paper,  and  calculating  as  soon  as  possible  to 
procure  the  means  and  make  payment,  are  fearful 
of  having  their  names  exposed  to  the  public  as 
defaulters.  To  such  we  would  say,  no  fears  need 
he  entertained  by  any  honest  man  who  wi.shes  to 
receive  and  read  our  paper.  Those  individuals 
named  in  our  34th  No.  were  not  made  public 
merely  for  being  in  arrears — this  delinquency  was 
but  trifling  and  of  no  consequence  when  compar¬ 
ed  with  their  neglect  of  other  things.  They  were 
each  of  them  guilty,  not  only  of  disconlinuin" 
their  papers  without  paying  up  arrearages,  (which 
is  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  publication,)  but, 
what  was  still  worse,  neglecting  to  notify  the  pub¬ 
lisher,  of  such  discontinuance.  Here  was  the  great¬ 
est  fault  of  theirs  and  mischief  to  us.  The  paltry 
sums  due  from  them  w'ere  but  a  trifling  conside¬ 
ration  compared  with  the  detriment  to  our  estab¬ 
lishment  from  their  not  notifying  us  of  their  wish 
to  discontinue.  “Fair  play’s  the  jewel” — we  say, 
be  honest,  let  us  know  your  intentions— skulk 
not  off  in  the  dark,  leaving  us  to  get  information 
of  ye  as  we  can. 

We  would  here  say,  if  any  of  our  debtors  have 
been  unfortunate,  or  met  with  calamities  since 
subscribing  for  this  paper,  that  render  them  una¬ 
ble  to  pay  for  it,  let  us  know  the  fact  and  we  will 
frankly  forgive  them  the  debt,  or  cdse  wait  on 
them  any  length  of  time  they  can  ask,  or  till  their 
circumstances  shall  enable  them  to  pay  it  without 
any  injury  or  difficulty. 


j  THO.M.\S  .JEFFERSON’S  LETTER.  | 

In  the  works  of  Thomas  .Jeflcr.con,  now  inai 
'course  of  publication  by  Messrs  (iray  is.  Bowen, ! 
we  find  the  llillowing  letter  to  his  namesake  J 
Thomas  .lellerson  Smitli.  ! 

This  letter  will,  to  you,  bo  as  one  from  the' 
‘dead.  The  writer  will  be  in  the  grave  before  you 
can  weigh  its  counsels.  Voiir  afl'ectionate  and  | 
excellent  father  has  requested  that  I  would  ad¬ 
dress  to  you  something  which  might  pos.-'ihly; 

!  have  a  favorable  inllueiiec  on  the  course  of  lilo  | 
i  you  have  to  run,  and  I  too,  as  a  name.sakc,  fi-el  ’ 

'  an  intere.st  in  that  course.  Few  words  will  be 
1  necessary,  with  good  di.spositions  on  your  part. 

(  .\dorc  (jod.  Reverence  and  cherish  your  parenl.s. 

I  Love  your  neiglihor  as  yourself,  and  your  country  . 

I  more  than  yours'  lf.  Be  just.  Be  true.  Mur- 
i  mur  not  at  the  ways  of  Frovideme.  So  shall  the 
!  life,  into  which  you  have  entered,  be  the  por- , 
j  tal  to  one  of  eternal  and  incflable  bliss.  .\nd  it ; 

!  to  the  dead  it  i.s  permitted  to  care  for  the  thing.s  I 
of  this  world,  every  action  of  your  life  will  be  un-  I 
:  der  my  regard.  I'.irewill. 

I  Jiloiilicdlu,  Fihntury  21,  1825. 

1  The  Portrait  of  a  Cood.'Man,  by  the  most  sublime  of 
Posts,  for  sjour  imilali;in, 

I  Lord,  wlio’s  the  happy  man  that  may 
To  thy  blest  courts  repair; 

I  Not  .«iranocr-like  to  visit  them, 

I  But  to  inhabit  there  ? 

I  ’Tis  he,  whose  ('very  thought  and  deed, 

I  Bv  rule?  of  virtue  movr  s  ; 

A^'hose  generous  tongue  disdains  to  speak,  i 
The  thing  his  heart  disproves. 

.  AMio  never  did  a  slander  forge, 

Ilis  neiglilror’s  fii'uc  to  wound; 

Nor  liarken  to  a  fals”  r  port, 

By  maliee  v.liispt  red  round.  I 

Who  vice,  in  all  its  jiouip  and  power,  ‘ 

j  fan  treat  with  just  negl'ct,  I 

I  .\nd  piety,  though  clothed  in  rags,  I 

Ib  ligiously  respect. 

Who  to  his  plighted  vows  and  trust 
Has  ever  firmly  stood  ; 

.^nd  th' High  he  promise  to  his  loss,  | 

I  I  fe  mak(  s  his  promise  good.  | 

IN'hosc  soul  in  usury  disdains, 

I  1  lis  treasure  to  em[)loy ;  I 

,]  Whom  no  reward  can  ever  bribe 
Tlic  guiltless  to  destroy. 

The  man,  who,  by  this  steady  course. 

Has  happiness  insured, 

j  'When  earth’s  foundations  shake,  shall  stand,  ; 
By  Providence  secured.  i 

j  A  Decalogue  of  Canons  for  observation  in  praetical 
|!  ^  life.  j 

1.  Never  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  can 

do  to-day.  I 

2.  Never  trouble  another  for  what  you  can  do 
I  yourself. 

|.  .3.  Never  spend  your  money  before  you  , 

'  have  it.  '  "  •  I 

'  4.  Never  buy  what  yon  do  not  want,  because  ' 

it  is  cheap,  it  will  be  dear  to  you. 

5.  Pride  costs  us  more  than  hunger,  thirst,  ! 
'  and  cold.  j 

j  6.  4Vc  never  repent  of  having  eaten  loo  little.  ' 

!  7.  Nothing  is  troublesome  that  we  do  will- !' 

ingly.  I 

8.  How  much  pain  have  cost  usthcevils  which  I 
I  have  never  happened.  I 

I'  9.  Take  things  always  by  their  smooth  han- 
.  die. 

!l  10.  When  angry,  count  ten  before  you  speak  ; 

^  if  very  angry,  an  hundred. 


ij  BLUSHES. 

_  What  a  mysterious  thing  is  a  blush  !  that  a 
, single  word,  a  look,  or  a  thought,  should  send 
I' that  inimitable  carnation  over  the  cheek,  hko 
1  the  soft  tints  of  summer  sunset  !  Strange,  too. 


that  it  is  only  the  face,  the  human  face,  that  is 
capablcof  blushing  !  The  hand  or  the  fool  does 
not  turn  red  with  shame  or  modesty,  any  more 
than  the  glove  or  the  sock  that  covers  it.  Rig 
the  face  that  is  the  heaven  of  the  soul  ! — There 
mav  bo  traced  the  iuielloctual  phenomena,  with 
a  confidence  amounting  to  moral  certainty. — 
.A  single  blush  shonl.l  put  the  init  lei  to  sliatne, 
and  prove  to  him  the  abs'inlitv  of  his  blind  doc¬ 
trine  of  chance. — .V.  Y.  Constel. 


“That  modest  and  uno'itrusive  piety,  which 
fills  the  heart  with  all  human  charities,  and  makes 
a  man  gentle  to  otli'Ts,  and  severe  to  himself,  is 
on  object  of  universal  love  and  veneration.  But 
mankind  hate  the  In.st  of  iiower,  when  it  is  veiled 
under  the  garb  of  piety — they  hate  canting  and 
hypociisy — they  hate  advertisers  and  (piaeksin 
pK  tv — they  do  not  wi.sh  to  be  insulted — they  love 
to  ti'ar  folly  and  impudence  from  the  altar,  which 
slioiild  only  be  a  sanctuary  for  the  wretchoj  and 
the  good.” 


MARRIED, 

At  (Minton,  on  M'liesday  morning.  Sept,  7,  hy 
Rev.  S.  R.  Smith,  Mr.  D.vvin  l’i\!  r.v,  of  Maiiches- 
ler,  to  Miss  Ciiahi.ottk  Mioatt,  of  the  former 
place. 

.At  Herkimer,  on  We  lnesday  evening  last,  liy 
Rev.  I).  Skinner,  of  I’liea,  .Mr.  Dvmd  G.  S.mitii, 
mcrehaiit,  of  Selmyler,  to  Miss  S.vi.i.r  Maiu.vh 
I  l-jWAun,  eldc.st  (laughter  of  Capt.  Rufus  How¬ 
ard,  of  the  former  place. 


DIED, 

.\t  A'crona  village,  on  the  31st  nil.  ConxEiiA 
.Anx,  youngest  dauglitcr  of  Derick  .1.  and  Rliodina 
Wright.  iMie  funeral  was  attended  hv  Rev.  Is¬ 
rael  Brainan,  and  a  discourse  delivered  from  the?* 
words  of  Jesus — “Sufler  little  children  to  coma 
unto  me  and  forhid  them  not ;  for  of  such  i.s  tlw 
ki  igdom  of  God.” 

.At  Sodus,  (East  Ridge,)  AAkavne co. on  the  26th 
ult.  Richard  Francis,  Jr.  aged  23. 
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